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quirements of the examinations of the Science and Art
Department and of those for the certificate of practical sani-
tary science of the Sanitary Institute. It may also be read
with advantage by those preparing for Diplomas in Public
Health, although for these examinations other more com-
prehensive works will have to be consulted.

Mr. WOOD'S Sanitary Engineering,4 a new volume of Griffin's
series of scientific textbooks, is excellent. It is suitable
chiefly for district and borough surveyors, but there is little
doubt that medical officers of health and sanitary inspectors,
as well as intelligent members of local authorities, will find it
very useful. The general get-up of the book is good, and it
is liberally and well illustrated. The variety of subjects
dealt with may be judged from the titles of its chief chapters:
Hydraulies, Earth Pressure and Retaining Walls, Power,
House Drainage, Land Drainage, Sewers, Separate System
Sewage Pumping, Sewer Ventilation, Drainage Areas, Sewers,
Trade Refuse and River Pollution, Sewage Disposal, Bacteri-
olysis, Sludge Disposal, Refuse Disposal, Chimneys, and
Foundations.

4 Sanitary Engineering: A Practical Manual of Town Drainage and Sewage
and Refuse Disposal. By Francis Wood, A.M.Inst.C.E. London: C. Griffin
and Co. 1002. (Crown 8vo. pp. 216. -a8. 6d.)

NOTES ON BOOKS.
DR. R. R. v. LIMBECK'S work on the Clinical Pathology of the
Blood," a review of the first German edition of which was
published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of May 21st,
I892, p. 1084, has been translated, from the second German
edition, by Drs. A. LATHAM and J. NACHEBAR for the New
Sydenham Society. It remains, as was pointed out in our
former review, in great part an epitome, with comments, of
the work of others, but it is full of information. It is unfor-
tunately very poor in illustrations and would be of distinctly
more value if coloured representation of blood preparations
could be added.

The fourth volume of the Philadelphia Hospital Reports6
contains many contributions of scientific interest, including
one by Dr. R. G. Curtin on the relation of herpes zoster to
internal inflammations, one by Dr. H. W. Stelwagen on the
treatment of ringworm of the scalp; a valuable paper on
syphilis of the nervous system by Dr. C. K. Mills; one in-
cluding three years' statistics of cases of typhoid fever treated
in the hospital by Dr. H. B. Allyn; and some of therapeutic
interest.

The Report of the Surgical Registrar of the University College
Ho8,ital7 for I899, like its predecessors, is crammed full of
clinical and pathological facts (mostly in tabulated form), with
a minimum of interstitial matter. It is to be hoped that it,
with them, will prove greatly fruitful when used in the way
of reference, for the reports indicate a vast amount of tedious
labour gone through by successive registrars.

The nineteenth volume of the Transactions of the Royal
Academy of Medicine in -reland for I90I,8 which is edited by
Mr. JOHN B. STOREY, contains many valuable papers on medi-
cine, surgery, obstetrics, pathology, and State medicine, most
of which, however, have already appeared in abstract in our
columns from time to time. The volume will doubtless be
prized by many as a permanent record of the full papers and
the discussions on them, with, in addition, the illustrations
accompanying them that could not be reproduced with the
ordinary periodical reports.

5 The Clinical Pathology of the Blood. By Dr. Rud. R. v. Limbeck. Trans-
lated from the Second German Edition by Arthur Latham, M.A., M.R.C.P.
and Jobn Nachbar, M.A., M.D. London: New Sydenham Society. (The
a.nnual subscription to the New Sydenham Society is ZL is. Agent: Mr.
H. K. Lewis, 136, Gower Street, W.C.) rgox. (Demy 8vo, pp. 446.)

6 Pkiladelphia Hospital Reports. volume iv I900. Edited by R. G. Curtin,
M.D., and D. G. Hughes, M.D. Philadelphia: M. H. Power. xgoI. (Demy
8vo, pp. 334).

7London: James Truscott and Sons. l90I. (Demy 8vo, pp. 323.)
8Dublin: Fannin and Co. I9OI. (Demy 8Svo, pp. 436.)

Dr. FERNIE'S Kitchen Physic9 is a readable little book, con-
taining a great amount of information, some practical and of
every-day use, and some of more interest from the archaeo-
logical standpoint. Indeed, the principal criticism which we
have to make is that it would have added to the usefulness of
the book had the writer, who has evidently made a hobby of
the subject and has laid under contribution all sorts of
sources of information, given a little more guidance to his
readers as to the relative utility of the recipes which he offers.
The absence of this sometimes gives an impression that the
author is a little credulous as to the influence of articles of
diet. It is interesting to learn that the early form of plum
pudding, which does not appear in cookery books prior to
x675, was a semi-fluid " plum porridge." The index is incon-
venient, as the entries are grouped under the headings of the
morbid conditions for which they may be considered especi-
ally appropriate, and this renders it difficult to find a refer-
ence to any particular article of diet.

In the Transactions of the Tuberculosis Commission10 of
Hamburg for the year I90I, we find a number of papers by well-
known writers, many of which have already been published in
exteneo in various German medical journals. Some of these
papers deal with the theoretical side of the tuberculosis ques-
tion, some combine the theoretical with the practical, and
others discuss matters which are wholly practical. Of the
former, we take exception to a few which appear to have but
one aim, namely, to quarrel with generally-accepted views.
In these we object to the "I told you so, years ago,"
tone which characterizes the majority of the writings
of their particular authors. On the other hand, among
the second class there are a few papers, notably those
of Weicker and Petruschky, and some remarks in a discussion
by Nourney, on the value of tuberculin, which are interesting
and very instructive. Brunzlow's paper on the same subject
belongs to the purely practical, and is, unfortunately, less
convincingly given and of less intrinsic importance. The
editor has compiled the: work satisfactorily, but in his paper
he exhibits an ungraceful' bitterness towards Virchow and
Koch which is as unjustifiable as it is regrettable.

9 Kitchen PhV8ic. By W. T. Fernie, M.D. Bristol: J. Wright and Co.;
Bristol and London: Simpkin, Marshall, and Co. Igoi. (Crown 8vo,
pp. 624. 6s.)

10 Verhandlungen der stdndigen Tuberculose-Commi8ion der Geeeilechaft
deutscher Naturfor8cher und Aert*e in Hamburg, 1901. Herausgegeben von
Ferd. Hueppe. (Transactions of the German Permanent Tuberculosis Com-
mission of the Society of German Scientists and Medical Practitioners in
Hamburg, igoI. EditedLby Ferd. Hueppe). Berlin: Aug. Hirschwald. 1002.
(8vo, pp. 156. 38. 7d.)

REPORTS AND ANALYSES
AND

DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW INVENTIONS
IN MEDICINE, SURGERY, DIETETICS, AND THE

ALLIED SCIENCES.

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL APPLIANCES.
An Aseptic Syringe.-Lieutenant-Colonel F. J. LAMBKIN,

R.A.M.C. (Capetown, South Africa), writes: In carrying out
the intramuscular treatment of syphilis, I have always con-
sidered it of extreme importance that the syringe used be as
aseptic as possible; hitherto there has been some difficulty in
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The B. W. and Co. all-glass aseptic hypodermic syringe.

The B. W. and Co. all-glass septic hypodermic syringe. Sectional view,
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insuring this, owing to the presence of leather or rubber in
the syringes preventing them being boiled. Messrs. Burroughs
and Wellcome and Co.. of London, have now at my suggestion
made a syringe which has the advantage that it is made
throughout of glass, and that there is a total absence of leather
or rubber which are liable to be affected by boiling.
Abdominal Belts.-We have have receied an assortment of

surgical appliances made by Mr. Vincent Wood, including
several types of abdominal or supporting belts, all of which
are evidently well and strongly made, and apply pressure in
the proper axis. The same maker also sends examples of the
cuirass and electric brace, intended to prevent ill habits of
stooping; they are capable of being made as comfortable to
wear as any such appliances can be, and of exerting a proper
corrective force. The materials used in the manufacture of
these articles is of high quality, the style and finish is all that
could be desired, and the price is moderate.

VACCINATING INSTRUMENTS.
DiR. H. COOPER ROSE (Maida Hill, W.) writes: I have read with some
interest the description given by Dr. J. Wilson in the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL of May 24th of his new aseptic vaccinator, but I cannot for the
life of me discover where the " improvement " comes in over the instru-
ment I introduced in 187i, and which has been so extensively used not
only in this country, but also in India and the Colonies ever since that
period. Dr. Wilson " finds fault with the point of the popular Cooper
Rose instrument on ac(count of its not being readily cleansed." In the
first place, if the instrament is properly used it is impossible for it to
becoine foul. The skin of the arm being properly prepared and slightly
tensed by the thumb and finger placed under the arin, the rapidity with
which the half-circle rotary movement is made precludes the possibility
of either needles or the cap being infected.
The object being simply to remove the epidermis and expose the

cutis vera to the influence of the virus, the needles should be short,
projecting only the one-thirty-second of an inch, and it is found in
practice that if bleeding takes place at all it is not until a few seconds
after the instrument is removed, and such bleeding should be stopped
before the virus is applied, and which should be gently rubbed in. From
time to time the needles may be passed through a clean handkerchief
or other soft material stretched between the fingers. and any particles
of epidermis be wiped from the end of the cap. If further " cleansing"
should be deemed desirahle, what can be easier than holding the
needles for a moment in a flamiie, or placing the needles and cap in a
disinfecting solution
The instrument, I liave lhas been in constant use for over 31 years, and

is as good now as when I first received it, and has never had need of
the slightest alteration or addition. In my own extensive practice, and
in that of scores of friends, I have never found or heard of a septic case
arising from its use.

MEDICINAL AND DIETETIC PREPARATIONS.
Levurine.-This product, which is derived from the yeast of

beer by a secret process, has of late been employed to some
-extent in cases of infection by the staphylococcus pyogenes.
Thus it is said to have given satisfactory results in treating
acute abscesses, boils, carbuncles, osteo-myelitis, etc.
Levurine is a coarse brown powder with a characteristic
yeasty odour; on treatment with water, part seems to dissolve,
and thp rest remains as a pale, easily-diffusible precipitate.
The ordinary dose is from one to three teaspoonfuls, though
much larger doses may be given. It may be administered
mixed with water or beer, or in cachets; we should recom-
mend the last method. M. Couturieux (Paris) is the maker
of Levurine, and Messrs. Roberts and Co. (76, New Bond
:3treet, W.) are the agents for this country.

Elixir of the Glycerophosphates of Calcium and Sodium.-This
is an elegant and agreeably-flavoured elixir prepared by the
came firm. Each fluid ounce contains 8 gr. of sodium glycero-
phosphate and 4 gr. of the corresponding calcium salt. The
dose is from I to 4 fluid drachms.
Arrhenal (Disodium-methyl Arseniate).-This is a new

arsenic compound which M. Gautier has lately introduced
into medicine. It is a colourlees crystalline substance,
soluble in water, and chemically allied to sodium cacod3 late,
which is sodium-dimethyl arEeniate. It is said to be a
valuable remedy in tile treatment of pernicionis anaemia
and pulmonary tuberculosis, and to be capable of being
administered by the mouth without giving rise to any
unpleasant consequences such as follow the use of sodium
cacodylate; in this respect it possesses advantages over the
latter, which can only be administered hypodermically. The
hypodermic dose of arrhenal is 5 to io centigrams ( to 1l gr.).
Messrs. Squire and Sons (413, Oxford Street, W.), to whom we
are indebted for our sample, dispense the drug in the fol--
lowing forms: Globules (I gr. in each), elixir (.-: gr. in I fluid
drachm), and injection (I. gr. in 10 minims).

GENERAL COUNCIL
OF

MEDICAL EDUCATION AND REGISTRATION.

SUMMER SESSION, 1909.

NOTES.
THE seventy-fourth session of the General Medical Council
was opened on Tuesday, May 26th, by the customary address
from the President, Sir William Turner. Judging from this
address, the most important subjects to come before the
Council will be the report of the Financial Relations Com-
mittee, which is to contain proposals for providing an increase
in the income of the Council, the report of the Public Health
Committee on the practical work to be required for the
D.P.H., the reports of the Inspector and Visitors of Examina-
tions, and certain disciplinary cases. Judging by the amount
of business got through by the Council at the time we go to
press, it seems somewhat sanguine to expect that the work of
the session can be satisfactorily concluded by the end of the
week, as the President hoped.

Preliminary Examlnatlons.-The request of the Council of
the British Medical Association that the General Medical
Council should receive a deputation to lay before it certain
opinions and suggestions with regard to preliminary educa-
tion led to a curious explosion of feeling from certain members
of the Education Committee, who appeared to think that
there was a desire to slight the work done by that committee.
The request for an interview was accompanied by the report
published at page 1351, and the Executive Committee, which
had had the application before it, recommended that the de-
putation should not be received, and appended a comment
which was certainly not conciliatory. In the end a resolution
instructing the Education Committee to receive the deputa-
tation on behalf of the Council was passed without a division,
and it was even said that the report of the Executive Com-
mittee contained nothing opposed to the adoption of this
course. This being so it seems apity thatthe Executive Com-
mittee did not make it clear in the first instance; it would
have been at least a more gracious method of procedure than
that adopted. From some remarks madeby Dr. MacAlister it
would appear that the Education Committee of the General
Medical Council has some information as to the effect of the
present standard of preliminary examination not hitherto
made public, and we may therefore hope that the interview
which is to take place on Saturday may lead not only to
some profitable discussion, but also to the publication of somc
information of general interest.

Penal and Disciplinary Bill.-The President stated that no
progress had been made in Parliament with this Bill, and
expressed the opinion that it had no chance of getting a
hearing unless the Government would take more interest in
it. He did not, however, state what steps he was taking with
the object of arousing the interest of the Government, by
which we presume is to be understood the Duke of Devonshire
(President of the Privy Council) and Sir John Gorat (Vice-
President). It seems somewhat strange that a body like the
General Medical Council, created by statute, and required by
statute to exercise certain duties, should have 0o much diffi-
culty in securing the support of the Parliamentary spokesmen
of the Privy Council for a non-contentious Bill, the object of
which is to correct anomalies which hamper it in the exercise
of those duties, and should even fail to obtain, as appears to
have been the case this year, the introduction of the Bill into
Parliament.

" Chronio " Students.-Mr. Ball explained to the Council a
scheme designed to stop those students who are well known
under the name of " chronics" from coming up again and
again for examination. Mr. Ball cherishes the hope that if
all the licensing bodies would agree to adopt cumulative
periods of reference, that is to say, if on the first occa-
sion a man was rejected at an examination he were referred


